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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Erin Kiefer

Assembled Products Corporation
As a long-time resident of Northwest Arkansas, Kiefer
is excited for the continued success of the local community.
She has been employed with Assembled Products
Corporation of Rogers for over 20 years, spearheading many
operational improvements while also overseeing specific
departments and maintaining multiple roles, including
Chair of the Environmental Sustainability Committee and
Secretary of the Board of Directors. Kiefer holds both a
Bachelor’s and a Master’s in Business Administration from
John Brown University.
Kiefer is an active volunteer. From 2009-2012, she served on the Leadership Benton
County Steering Committee, presiding as Chair in 2012. During 2010-2014, she held positions
as the Treasurer and Interim President for Bentonville Basketball Club, a non-profit. Erin
served on the NWAEL Political and Government Affairs Committee from 2013-2014, on the
Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors from 2012 to 2015, and held the
position of Division Chair of Community Development from 2014-2015.
Kiefer enjoys spending time with her husband of 20 years, Ben, their three sons, Kyle,
Austin, and T.J., and their two Great Danes. The family has attended Mosaic Church for the
past 14 years. Erin is currently a Mentor to two women in the church, and, for the past 4 years,
the Kiefers have served as weekly hosts for the youth group, where Erin has led a small group
study for girls.

CHAIRMAN-ELEC T

Mike Power

First Security Bank
Mike Power is a native of Little Rock and has been
a resident of Northwest Arkansas since 2003 when he
became employed in his current position at First Security
Bank as Chief Operating Officer, Benton County. He
received his Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture
Economics in 1981 and graduated the Graduate School of
Banking at Louisiana State University in 1991.
Mike is a member of Leadership Benton County
Class III (2005), Advisory Board member of Bentonville
Parks & Recreation, a member of Benton County IMBA Mountain Bike Patrol and Friends
of Arkansas Single Track, and attends St. Stephen Catholic Church. He and his wife,
Rosemary, have three children, Stuart and Margaret and David (twins).
He’s an avid mountain bike rider that enjoys exploring the trails of Northwest
Arkansas and riding the Razorback Greenway with his wife and friends. He also enjoys
boating and camping on Beaver Lake.

TREASURER

Tom Allen
Cushman & Wakefield | Sage Partners
Tom Allen is Executive Vice President and Principal
of Sage Partners. Tom has over 18 years experience in
the commercial real estate industry with an emphasis on
retail and office properties.
With previous experience as a Real Estate Manager
for Walmart, Tom has experience with site selection
for big box retailers, disposition of outlots, leasing and
subleasing commercial properties in 24 states in the
central and eastern regions of the U.S.

As Executive Vice President of Sage Partners, Tom is responsible for overseeing the
Rogers brokerage office.
Tom is a member of CCIM, ICSM; has been elected to the Benton County Quorum
Court; and serves as a board member of Illinois River Watershed Partnerships (IRWP).
PAST CHAIRMAN

Angie Tucker-Ridley
Tucker’s Furniture & Appliance
Angie is a longtime resident of Northwest Arkansas.
After growing up in Rogers, she attended the University
of Arkansas and graduated with a BSBA in Marketing
Management and Computer Information Systems/
Quantitative Analysis.
Upon graduation she worked for Leggett & Platt
in Carthage, Missouri. Working in the International
Information Systems, Angie enjoyed traveling throughout
Europe updating and installing computer software in the
corporations’ overseas offices.
In 1999 Angie returned to Rogers to get involved in the family business. She is currently
involved in most aspects of Tucker’s Furniture & Appliance. She specializes in merchandising
and operations along with overseeing the expansion of the family’s business into other areas.
Angie’s husband, Leonard, is employed by the University of Arkansas. They have two
children, Tyler and Cole. With two boys, the family is very active in sports, theater and music.
The Ridley family resides in Springdale.
RIDC PRESIDENT

Jerry Vest
Regions Bank

Jerry Vest received a Bachelor’s degree from the
University of Oklahoma where he was a four-year letterman
on the varsity basketball team. He furthered his education
in finance at Arizona State University and the University of
Texas. Jerry began his banking career in Fort Smith with
First America Federal Savings Bank and moved to Rogers as
the President of Federal Savings Bank in 1990. In 1998, Jerry
became President of Regions Bank in Rogers, then moved to
Fort Smith to take the role of President and Chief Executive
Office of Regions Bank in 1999. He returned to Rogers in 2000 as City President, CRE and
C&I, of Regions Bank, responsible for banks in Rogers, Bentonville, Fayetteville, Springdale,
Harrison and Fort Smith.
Jerry is a past Chairman of the Board of the Rogers - Lowell Area Chamber of
Commerce, Chairman of the RIDC, and is on the Board of the Arkansas State Chamber of
Commerce. His recent and past involvement in numerous other organizations, boards, and
foundations include The United Way, St.Mary’s Hospital Foundation, NARTI, City of Rogers
Airport Commission, Northwest Arkansas Community College Foundation, Rogers Public
School Foundation, Walton Arts Center, and Leadership Rogers Alumni.

Ron Branscum
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Strategic Business Consulting, Inc.
Ron Branscum is President and Owner of Strategic
Business Consulting, Inc., in Rogers. He is formerly the
Senior Vice President of Arvest Bank in Benton County.
He has also served as President of Regional Therapy
Services Inc. in Rogers, and has many years of experience
in the financial industry, including the Arkansas State
Bank Department.
He is a graduate of the University of Colorado
Graduate School of Banking, and holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Business Administration with a major in Accounting from the University of
Central Arkansas.
Branscum and his wife, Deedra, live in Rogers with their seven children: Cade,
Parker, Payton, Carrie, Jeremiah, Caroline and Daniel. The family attends Boundless Grace
Baptist Church in Rogers.
He is a member of the Board of Trustees of Northwest Arkansas Community College,
a current Board member of The Family Council and Blackwood Industries Inc., and a
former member of the Board of the Benton County Children’s Advocacy Center.

David Kimball
Benchmark Group, Inc.
David Kimball is President of Benchmark Group, an
engineering and architecture firm located in Rogers. He
has over 30 years of experience as an engineer, with 20
of those years dedicated to his work at Benchmark Group.
Prior to his presidency, he served as Project Manager,
Senior Mechanical Engineer, Department Manager and
Board Member.
David, a graduate of Siloam Springs High School,
attended LeTourneau University in Longview, TX, where
he graduated with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He also received a master’s
degree in Math Education from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. In 1998, he
moved back to the area to join Benchmark Group as a Mechanical Engineer.
David enjoys teaching youth and serving at his local church. He and his wife Jan
have four daughters and a son. They help keep them involved in the local schools where
their children attend.

Jerra Toms
University of Arkansas - Sam M. Walton College of Business
Jerra Toms is Director of Marketing and
Communications at University of Arkansas - Sam M.
Walton College of Business. She also serves on the Board
of Directors for Main Street Eureka Springs, the Leadership
Team for the NWAYP Summit and on the Live479 Advisory
Board. Starting in 2021, Jerra joined the Walton College
Dean Matthew Waller’s Alumni Advisory Council and
Roundtable of Entrepreneurs and Market Makers.
She attended the University of Arkansas where she
graduated with a degree in Marketing Management and
later an MBA. She loves cooking, visiting new restaurants (especially food trucks), coffee,
cycling, Pilates, traveling and spending time with her spoiled cocker spaniel, Harley.

John-Michael Scurio

George’s
John-Michael spent eight years as part of the International Entertainment Team
sailing the high seas with Holland America Line leading
entertainment operations on major international voyages
to Australia/New Zealand, Alaska, European Capitals and
in 1995 the 108-Day Circumnavigation Cruise Around The
Globe.
In 1999, Holland America Line relocated JohnMichael to Seattle, WA where he was promoted to Regional
Manager, On Board Programming. He lived in Seattle for 11
years. He then moved to Dallas, TX where he spent 10 years
from 2008 to 2018. He was given the opportunity to lead
Human Resources Teams at Neiman Marcus, Westin Galleria Dallas, The Joule Dallas, Westin
Dallas Downtown and Four Seasons Resort and Club.
Previously, John-Michael worked for four years leading Human Resources with W
Hotels and worked with Canyon Ranch in Lenox, MA as People Services Director.
Originally from Medford, Massachusetts, John-Michael earned his Bachelor of Fine
Arts from the Boston Conservatory at Berklee.
JM is a dog person, and has raised his Chihuahua Kirby since he was merely weeks old.
He’s also an avid reader, a violinist, and he loves to travel and explore new destinations
with his life-partner Jeffrey. They moved from Dallas to their historic home in the
downtown loop in Eureka Springs, AR in June 2018.

Tanya Smith
Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge
Tanya Smith is President and Co-Founder of
Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge. Formed in 1992
after Tanya and her parents, Don and Hilda Jackson,
purchased 459 acres of land south of Eureka Springs,
Arkansas, Turpentine Creek was established to save and
care for unwanted, abused, and neglected big cats. 26
years later, she continues to make strides in improving
and developing the non-profit organization as a leader
among big cat sanctuaries.
Married to Vice President, Scott Smith, together
they implemented an internship program in 1996 as a way to promote awareness about
the issues big cats face in the U.S. and abroad, and also, as a way to gain qualified help
in caring for the rescued animals. To date, TCWR has trained hundreds of biologists and
zoologists in the care of big cats, with many going on to work for zoos, sanctuaries, and
as veterinarians around the world. With over 100 big cats and other animals, the Refuge
is one of the largest big cat sanctuaries in America.
Serving on the Turpentine Creek Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees, the Arvest
Community Bank Board, Big Cat Sanctuary Alliance committee, the Northwest Arkansas
Tourism Association Board and the Arkansas Hospitality Foundation Board. Tanya
believes that high tides raise the level of all boats and therefore continues to take an
active role in her community and work on projects to end the trade of exotic big cats/
bears as “pets”.
She is a Founding Member of the Court of Cavilers, an active member of the
Arkansas Hospitality Association, and a member of Chamber of Commerce of Eureka
Springs, Bentonville/Bella Vista, Rogers/Lowell, Springdale, Fayetteville, Harrison,
and Branson.
Tanya and Scott have raised five children, Victor, Britney, Haleigh, Miranda, and
Dillon; and have been caring for big cats since 1978. When not rescuing exotic wildlife,
Tanya can be found out in the water -- swimming, boating, and enjoying all that nature
has to offer.

Melissa Turpin
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Honeycomb Kitchen Shop
Melissa Turpin is the founder and co-owner of
Honeycomb Kitchen Shop in downtown Rogers, a kitchen
retail store that specializes in highly curated tools,
cookware, tabletop, and locally made products. HKS also
offers a wide variety of cooking classes by partnering
with local chefs and restaurants to teach different skills
in the kitchen. Earlier this year her business received
the 2018 Award of Excellence for Outstanding Merchant
from Main Street Arkansas after only two short years of
being in business.
Before starting her own business, Melissa attended the University of Central
Arkansas where she graduated with a BS in Speech Communication and Marketing.
She then worked for a global logistics company and managed several big-box retail
accounts, learning the importance of supply and demand, budgeting, teamwork, and
customer satisfaction. She currently serves on the Go Downtown Rogers Board of
Directors, which is the downtown Rogers merchant association. She has worked with
other business owners to create successful events to drive foot traffic into shops and
restaurants as well as focus on marketing and branding strategies to make downtown
Rogers a destination stop in Northwest Arkansas.
Melissa is an Arkansas native and moved to the NWA area ten years ago. A strong
sense of community, economic development, and opportunity for small business owners
are what she loves best about the area. She enjoys spending time with her husband,
Chase, and their two dogs and cat. In their spare time, they enjoy experiencing our
great culinary scene, traveling, playing golf, and spending time at the lake.

Kristen Boozman
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Portfolio Sotheby’s International Realty
Kristen Boozman is the owner and principal broker
of Portfolio Sotheby’s International Realty in Rogers,
AR. She has been a member of the Northwest Arkansas
Board of Realtors since 2003 and has brokered several of
Northwest Arkansas’ most notable residential properties.
She started her own brokerage, Portfolio Luxury
Real Estate, in 2008 and affiliated with the Sotheby’s
International Realty brand in July 2019. Born and raised
in Rogers, AR she is well known for her philanthropic
efforts. She currently serves on the UAMS (Northwest) Advisory Board, Advisory Board
Executive Committee, and the Foundation Fund Board. She a 2018 recipient of the NWA
Business Journal’s Top 10 Women in Business award.

Dean Fisher
Glad Manufacturing, Inc.
Dean Fisher is the Director of Manufacturing for The
Clorox Company, GLAD Division. He currently oversees the
Rogers manufacturing facility as well as sites in Virginia
and Ontario, Canada. During his 28-year career with The
Clorox Company, Dean managed eight different locations
across the country before moving to Rogers.
As the GLAD Facility in Rogers approaches its 50
year anniversary, it continues to maintain a high level
of service and world class safety amongst rapid product
and industrial innovation. Dean’s ability to identify and develop talented business
professionals has been formally recognized within the organization. Before coming to
Rogers, Dean was an active member of the Fairfield, CA and Houston, TX Chamber of
Commerce and served on the Chamber Board in Pearl, MS. Additionally, he was involved
with the East Harris County Manufactures Association while in Houston, TX.
Dean holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Production Management from Ferris
State University and a Masters in Business from Johns Hopkins University.
Dean “lives, works, and plays” in Rogers. You can often find him walking around
Lake Atlanta or biking the Razorback Trail in his spare time with his wife, Lisa. The Fishers
are members of Cross Church, Pinnacle Hills.

Angela Grayson
Precipice IP, PLLC
Angela J. Grayson, CIPP/US, CLP is an accomplished
nationally recognized lawyer, speaker, and author. She is
Principal Member and Founder of Precipice IP, PLLC, an
award-winning consultancy and intellectual property law
boutique specializing in patent, trademark, copyright,
and data law. Prior to founding PRECIPICE, Ms. Grayson
was Associate General Counsel, Intellectual Property and
Patent Operations Lead at Walmart Stores, Inc.
She is committed to advancing Diversity and
Inclusion (D&I) in the legal profession, and is equally committed to STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math) initiatives that focus on better preparing our youth
to compete. She is the immediate past Board Chair of the Minority In-House Counsel
Association (MIHCA), and currently serves on the Board of Trustees for the American
Intellectual Property Law Education Foundation (AIPLEF).
In her free time, Ms. Grayson enjoys serving her community and spending time with
her husband Patrick and their two cocker spaniels, Ari and Archi (aka the Dynamic Duo).

Patrick Kerrwood
Northwest Health
Patrick Kerrwood is CEO for Northwest Medical
Center – Bentonville, coming from Upland, PA, where he
was president of Delaware County Memorial Hospital and
Springfield Hospital before taking the role of president of
Crozer Chester Medical Center. Patrick previously served as
CEO at Siloam Springs Regional Hospital from 2015-2018.
Before relocating to Northwest Arkansas, he was vice
president of human resources at Brandon Regional Hospital
in Brandon, Fla., and then served as assistant chief executive
officer for Northern Louisiana Medical Center in Ruston, LA. Patrick earned a Bachelor of Science in
management from the University of Phoenix and his Master of Business Administration from Louisiana
State University at Shreveport, LA. During his tenure at SSRH, the hospital earned the Arkansas
Governor’s Quality Award “Challenge Award” in 2017 and Patrick was recognized as the 2016-2017
Arkansas Hospital Auxiliary Association’s Administrator of the Year for hospitals under 100 beds.
He is active in the community and supporting local organizations. Patrick and his wife
have two children.

Matthew Mozzoni
Cox Communications
Mat serves as Director of Sales for Cox Business.
With more than 15 years of leadership experience in the
telecommunications industry, Mat leads a high performing
team of sales leaders and professionals responsible for
providing technology-based business solutions to small,
medium and enterprise companies in Arkansas.
Mat began his career at Cox Communications in
the company’s residential division, leading twenty one
stores Cox Solution Stores for Kansas and Arkansas before
transitioning into Cox Business Arkansas in 2011.
Mat is passionate about his community and currently serves as President of
Northwest Arkansas Community College Foundation, a board member of the Mercy
Corporate Council and the Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce.

Knight Weis
Signature Bank
Knight Weis is a native of Springdale, Arkansas.
Knight has been a part of the Signature Bank Team since
opening in May of 2004. He began his banking career
in April 1989 at McIlroy Bank & Trust while finishing
his undergraduate degree and later a MBA from the
University of Arkansas. Upon completion of his MBA he
worked as a Loan Assistant before being promoted to
Consumer Loan Officer, then Loan Operations Manager,
and later, Area Loan Manager. He remained an Area
Loan Manager and SVP of Arvest Bank – Fayetteville until resigning in 2004 to join
Signature Bank. Since joining our team, Mr. Weis has served as the Springdale Market
President until being promoted to NWA President in April 2013, as well as serving as the
Market President for Fayetteville from 2014-2016. Knight recently accepted the position
of President of our Rogers location in April 2019. He has served on the boards of the
Springdale Chamber of Commerce, Springdale Country Club, Springdale Public Schools
Education Foundation and Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Northwest Arkansas.

Michael Parker
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Stennett Thompkins

Nabholz

AAA Insurance

Michael Parker began working in the construction
industry right after obtaining a Bachelor of Science in Building
Construction from Auburn University, as well as a Minor in
Building Administration. He has spent more than half of
his 29-year career working for Nabholz, starting as the EVP
of Preconstruction Services and working his way up to his
current position as President of Central Operations. Michael
is a past chair for the Arkansas Chapter of the United States
Green Building Council, is certified through the Advanced
Management Program, holds an ASHE Healthcare Construction Certificate, and is a graduate of
the Leadership Greater Little Rock program. Currently, he is a member of the Northwest Arkansas
Council, serves on the Urban Land Institute NWA Advisory Board, the Executive Committee of The
Leukemia Lymphoma Society and the Dean’s Circle of the Fay Jones School of Architecture + Design.

Stennett has been an Agent with AAA Insurance
since 2005 and has over twenty-seven years of insurance
experience. He is a recipient of several distinguished
awards including Agent of the Year and Top Producer.
Stennett holds a Bachelor of Business Administration
in Marketing and a MA in Organizational Management.
He currently serves on the Board for the Bentonville
Rotary Club and past Boards of the Northwest Arkansas
American Red Cross and the Rogers/Lowell Chamber of
Commerce. Stennett and his wife Celia are native Texans and they have two children,
Andrew and Naomi.

Charlotte Rankin
Mercy NWA
Charlotte Rankin is the Chief Administrative and
Chief Nursing Officer at Mercy Hospital Northwest Arkansas.
She was recruited to Mercy nearly 20 years ago to lead
the collaboration and advancement of the Cardiovascular
service line. After the successful implementation of the
Open-Heart program, Rankin has remained at Mercy where
she continues to advocate for patient care, wellness, and
excellence in healthcare service.
Raised in a Catholic Italian community west of
Little Rock, Rankin attributes her values around love, family, and work ethic to her
upbringing. Charlotte’s calling into nursing was realized after the untimely death of
her father due to a heart attack. This unfortunate tragedy served as the driving force
for Rankin to pursue her nursing career in 1994. In 1996, Rankin graduated from the
Diploma program at Baptist School of Nursing – Northwest and quickly realized her goals
to practice in open-heart recovery and cardiac cath lab. She has continued her education
with a bachelor’s degree in nursing and a master’s degree in Health Administration.
Charlotte is a practicing Catholic with hobbies that include sailing, hiking, fishing,
and kayaking. Throughout her career, her deepest passion has been dedication and
devotion to her calling for the sick and underserved; this is evident by her community
involvement and commitment to both patients and coworkers she serves. “Although I
serve in an administrative role, my decisions are always focused on doing the right thing
for the patients and the coworkers I serve” – Charlotte Rankin.

Gaven Smith
J.B. Hunt Transport
Gaven Smith is a native of Rogers, Arkansas. He
earned a Computer Systems Engineering degree from
the University of Arkansas. He’s been in the technology
industry for 20 years, and spent time Wal-Mart, Acxiom,
and JB Hunt during his career. He has currently serves
as Senior Vice President of Engineering & Technology
overseeing software development for JB Hunt.
Gaven has always been passionate about giving
back to this community. He’s recently served as President
of the Rogers Public Education Foundation, supporting our local teachers and schools. He
also been an active board member with Rogers Youth Baseball, Single Parent Scholarship
Fund of NWA, and the Miller McNeil Woodruff Foundations locally. He’s an avid sports
fan, and former official statistician for the Razorbacks.
His daughter, Payton, will be a Senior at the University of Arkansas. His son, Kaden,
will be a Senior at Rogers High School.

Brandy Tuft
Ernst & Young
Brandy Tuft is a Managing Director in the Assurance
practice at Ernst & Young LLP. Brandy has over fifteen
years of experience serving public audit clients in various
industries, with extensive experience in coordinating and
executing services for a large multinational retail and
consumer products company. In addition to her client
service duties, she also travels extensively to review other
EY audit teams to ensure quality as part of the firm’s
internal monitoring program. Brandy serves as a leader in
the EY Audit Academy where she facilitates training throughout the United States. She is
a CPA in the state of Arkansas and a member of both the AICPA and the Arkansas Society
of Certified Public Accountants.
In addition to her duties at EY, Brandy currently serves as the Chairperson for
the Accounting Advisory Board for the Walton College of Business and serves on the
University of Arkansas Blockchain Executive Advisory Board. She also serves on the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Board of Directors for Northwest Arkansas. She has
been married to her husband, Erik, for almost fourteen years, and they have a 7-year old
daughter, Emma Kate, and three rescue dogs.

Josh Vasquez
Encore Bank
Stennett has been an Agent with AAA Insurance
since 2005 and has over twenty-seven years of insurance
experience. He is a recipient of several distinguished
awards including Agent of the Year and Top Producer.
Stennett holds a Bachelor of Business Administration
in Marketing and a MA in Organizational Management.
He currently serves on the Board for the Bentonville
Rotary Club and past Boards of the Northwest Arkansas
American Red Cross and the Rogers/Lowell Chamber of
Commerce. Stennett and his wife Celia are native Texans and they have two children,
Andrew and Naomi.

Daizy Andrade
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Dr. Marlin Berry

University of Arkansas

Rogers Public Schools

Daizy Andrade moved to the hidden gem of northwest
Arkansas in 2001 and has lived here ever since. She became
an Academic Advisor for Educational Talent Search in 2013,
serving many areas around northwest Arkansas. Through
her extensive background in education, she has led other
first-generation college students, just like herself, through the
college application process.
She is a former participant of Leadership Benton
County and found a liking in getting involved locally
through a number of charitable organizations. Currently, she is part of the Young Leaders
Society cabinet of United Way of NWA where she supports their mission of lifting children
out of poverty in the community.
Daizy received her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of Arkansas and is
currently finishing her Master of Education in Human Resource and Workforce Development.
She is an avid runner and enjoys running the trails with her husband and friends. Outside of her
work, she is active in local races and volunteers with Girls on the Run Northwest Arkansas. Her
overall goal is to influence change to make northwest Arkansas a great place to work and live.

Dr. Marlin Berry is the superintendent of the
Rogers Public Schools. He was recruited to Rogers from
Kansas, where he had served six years as superintendent
of Olathe Public Schools. During his years in Kansas,
he served on the board for the Kansas School
Superintendents’ Association and was named the Kansas
Superintendent of the Year in 2013.
Dr. Berry has also served as superintendent in the
Abilene Public School district and for Smoky Valley Public
Schools in Kansas. Dr. Berry taught English and journalism in Topeka, KS before serving as
a high school principal in Lindsborg, KS and Gardner, KS. He received his undergraduate
degree from the University of Kansas, his master’s in school administration from Emporia
State University and his doctorate in education policy and administration from the
University of Kansas.
Dr. Berry has been active in his communities serving on hospital, chamber and
economic boards. He and his wife Judy have two daughters, Megan and Rachel and sonin-law Aaron.

Bruce Barkley

Andrew Branch

KHBS/KHOG

NWA National Airport - XNA

Bruce T. Barkley was named President and General
Manager of 40/29 KHBS/KHOG- TV, a Hearst Television
property, in July 2020. He leads a talented team serving
viewers, advertisers, and the community in NW Arkansas
and the River Valley while producing more than 37 hours
of local newscasts and local sports programming each
week. Prior to that Bruce was the News Director at WYFF
News 4 in Greenville, SC since October 2012. WYFF News
4 was the #1 rated news station every year under Bruce’s
leadership with more #1 rated local newscasts than any other station in the Greenville,
SC – Spartanburg, SC -Asheville, NC – Anderson, SC television market. Bruce is the
winner of seven Southeast Regional Emmy awards, his WYFF News 4 team was named
the Edward R. Murrow award winner by the RTDNA for overall news excellence for the
region in 2015, and his team was a six-time winner of the Outstanding News Operation
award by the South Carolina Associated Press. In 2019, WYFF News 4 was awarded the first
ever First Amendment Award of Excellence by the South Carolina Associated Press for an
investigation into how sexual assault victims are treated in the state.
In 2021, Bruce became a Hearst INCLUDE Certified Change Agent to help foster
inclusivity in the workplace and create an environment where differences are valued.
Bruce is also a Riley fellow after completing the Diversity Leadership Training
program at the Riley Institute at Furman University.
Prior to Greenville, Bruce was News Director at a sister Hearst Television station
in Jackson, Mississippi. There, 16 WAPT News moved from 3rd place to 1st place in most
newscasts under his leadership. During his more than 30 year career in local television,
Bruce has been a News Director in Columbia, South Carolina, an Assistant News Director
in Knoxville, Tennessee, a news anchor and sports anchor in Kingsport, Tennessee, and a
reporter in Greenville, North Carolina.
Bruce has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication from American University in
Washington, DC, where he was also captain of their NCAA Division 1 baseball team.
Bruce and his wife, Susan, are happy to be new residents of NW Arkansas. They
have a son who moved with them to Arkansas, a son and daughter-in-law who live in
Greenville, and a son who lives in Ocean Springs, Mississippi.

Andrew joined the Northwest Arkansas National
Airport in April 2019 as Chief Business Development
Officer after working for the State of Arkansas in a variety
of roles including Chief Financial Officer for the Arkansas
Department of Veterans Affairs, Vice President of Housing
for the Arkansas Development Finance Authority, and
Director of Finance for the Arkansas Department of
Human Services. In his current position, he focuses
on Government Relations, Air Service Development,
Marketing, Community Relations, and serves as Legal Counsel for the airport. Andrew
currently serves as the Public Trustee for the Arkansas Local Police & Fire Retirement
System (LOPFI) and is a member of the Board of Directors for Community Clinic. He is a
graduate of LeTourneau University (BS, Accounting), Texas A&M University (MBA), and the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock (JD). Andrew lives in Rogers with his wife Dr. Yang
Luo-Branch and their 2-year-old daughter Lucy.

Larry Cooper
John Q. Hammons Center and Embassy Suites of NWA
Originally from Cincinnati Ohio, Larry Cooper
attended the University of Cincinnati while working
at Cincinnati Milacron as a Millwright. He started in
the hotel business over 35 years ago as a bartender
with Winegardner & Hammons, quickly realizing his
enjoyment of the hospitality business and working with
others to satisfy guests.
After school Larry got into Hotel Management and
started the journey around the country managing different
hotels in Idaho, Alaska, Texas, California, Alabama, Kentucky, Caribbean and Florida.
Larry recently moved to Northwest Arkansas in May, 2018 from St. Augustine Fl.
and oversees 5 properties in the Arkansas and Missouri area.

Brad Crain
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Arvest Benton County

Carroll Electric Coop. Corp.

Brad J. Crain is President and CEO of the Benton
County Region of Arvest Bank. Brad has served in this
executive capacity since January 2020. He is responsible
for the overall management of commercial, retail,
mortgage and wealth management for the region. He
leads a senior team that has oversight for the day to
day operations, strategic planning and focused growth
execution for the region. Prior to this role, Brad served
as President and CEO of the Springfield Region from
2014 - 2020. Prior to 2014, Brad served in various leadership roles within Arvest Wealth
Management including, Executive Vice President and Director of Sales and Director of
Investment Management Group for the firm. Serving in that role, Brad was responsible
for the Arvest Wealth Management locations in Oklahoma and the Greater Kansas City
markets. Additionally, Brad was the manager of the Arvest Trust Company’s Regional
Investment Officers, who served as the company’s Investment and Business Development
Officers. As Director of IMG, Brad served as the primary resource for the firm’s separately
managed accounts, fee based accounts, the firm’s proprietary investment management
products and the financial planning process for the firm. A Certified Wealth Strategist,
Brad has been with Arvest since 2006.
Prior to joining Arvest, Brad was Senior Vice President for SunTrust Bank in
Atlanta, Georgia. He managed a group of 32 relationship and portfolio managers. The
team serviced over 350 Non-profit organizations with assets in excess of $24 Billion.
Prior to joining SunTrust, Brad was a Chief fundraising officer for two higher education
institutions.
Brad is a graduate of Hendrix College in Conway, Arkansas, where he received a
Bachelor of Arts in History with cum laude distinctions. Brad carries his Series 7, Series
66 and Series 24 licenses, and is a Certified Wealth Strategist. Brad is active in Northwest
Arkansas with various community organizations and issues. He currently serves as a
board member of Single Parent Scholarship of NWA, Greater Bentonville Area Chamber of
Commerce, and the Rogers-Lowell Chamber of Commerce. He is married to Jeannette and
has two sons, Sam 18, and Owen 16 and one daughter, Maggie 13.

Mike grew up in Richmond, IL, a small town
northwest of Chicago. He received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of
Missouri – Rolla in 1998. During his time at school he
worked as an engineering-intern for City Utilities of
Springfield Missouri where he worked in both the Electric
T & D and the Power Quality departments. Mike was
hired by Carroll Electric as Engineer on January 19, 1998.
He was promoted in July 2003 to VP, Executive Services,
and in 2005 accepted the responsibility to become Vice President, Bentonville District. In
his short time with Carroll Electric, he has had the opportunity to work on a wide variety
of projects, both large and small, throughout Northwest Arkansas. Mike is a member of
Rogers Noon Rotary, the NW Arkansas Council Water and Utilities Committee, and the
Beaver Lake Watershed Policy Advisory Group. In his spare time he enjoys all outdoor
activities and attending sporting events with his family.

Ever Cuellar
Pinnacle Hills Promenade
Ever Cuellar is a Community Banker for First
Security Bank in Rogers. Ever has been in banking for
almost 10 years in various roles ranging from part-time
teller to Mortgage Lender. He is originally from Santa
Ana, El Salvador but lived in Springdale for about 12
years and considers himself an Arkansan.
Currently, Ever lives in Bentonville with his wife
Shelby who is a school teacher at Janie Darr, their baby
girl Amelia and dog Rebar. They love the outdoors and
spend as much time as possible hiking, cycling, swimming
or kayaking. They absolutely love this area and are proud to be a part of the community.

David Faulkner
Pinnacle Hills Promenade
David Faulkner is the senior general manager of
Pinnacle Hills Promenade in Rogers, Arkansas. Faulkner
started his career in shopping center management in
1990 and has been with General Growth Properties since
2002.
During the last four years David Faulkner
served as senior general manager at The Maine Mall
in South Portland, Maine, and Natick Mall in Natick,
Massachusetts, respective. Both centers are owned and
managed by General Growth Properties. While overseeing Natick Mall, Faulkner played
a critical role in the center’s ongoing 550,000 square foot expansion that includes a
Nordstrom and Neiman Marcus.
Faulkner received his bachelor’s degree in economics and public policy from Indiana
University Southeast. He holds a Certified Shopping Center Manager designation from the
International Council of Shopping Centers.
Faulkner and his wife, Melinda, are the parents of four children Nicholas, Lauren,
Jared and Jake. David and his family enjoy landscaping, golfing, fishing and vacationing
on the beach.

Cathy Foraker
AT&T
Cathy is the Director – External & Legislative
Affairs for AT&T. A graduate of the University of Arkansas,
she serves as a liaison between elected officials and
AT&T. She is a member of the Board of Directors for
Arvest Bank in Fayetteville and represents AT&T on the
Northwest Arkansas Council. Ms. Foraker just completed
her term on the Executive Committee and board of the
Greater Bentonville Chamber of Commerce board and
is Past Chairman of the Rogers/Lowell Area Chamber of
Commerce board and the Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce board. She joined the board
of Beaver Water District in April 2011 and served through 2018. She is a member of the
Fayetteville Downtown Rotary Club and has served as a past board member and Chair of
the Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship Fund. Cathy and her husband, Mick Maggi, live on
Beaver Lake.

David Foster
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David Foster rew up in Green Forest, Arkansas. He
graduated from the University of Arkansas with a Civil
Engineering degree in 1989, then went to work for the
Federal Highway Administration with short assignments
in Williamsburg, Virginia; Raleigh, North Carolina; and
Vancouver, Washington before landing permanently in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana in the fall of 1990 and serving as an
Area Engineer over the Baton Rouge and New Orleans areas.
In January 1997, David moved back to Arkansas,
went to work for the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department as a field
engineer in Harrison, and in 2001 was promoted to the Resident Engineer in the
Bentonville office.
In June 2005, David returned to his wife’s hometown in southeast Louisiana to help his
father-in-law manage a chain of convenience stores that unfortunately were in the path of
damage from Hurricane Katrina, which ultimately resulted in David’s return to Arkansas.
In September 2005, David went to work for APAC, holding various positions within
the organization. Now, David is an Area Manager over estimating/contract administration
in Arkansas, and quarry operations in the Harrison and Branson areas.
David is a registered P.E. in Arkansas and Louisiana, a Member of Chi Epsilon civil
engineering honor society, and a member of the Arkansas Academy of Civil Engineers
David and his wife Susan have been married for 22 years and are members of
Central United Methodist Church in Rogers. They also own and operate Dilly Dally’s Toy
Store which they opened in Rogers in August of 2000. They enjoy spending time with
their pets, lounging by the pool or at the beach, traveling, Disney World, and attending
various sporting events (especially Razorback football and baseball games).

Greg Hines was sworn in as the 40th Mayor of
Rogers on January 1, 2011. Greg attended Rogers Public
Schools and the University of Arkansas. Hines has
dedicated many years of service to the people of Rogers.
In 1998, he was elected as the youngest member in
history to the Rogers City Council where he served for 12
years. Mayor Hines has deep roots in the community as a
fourth generation Rogers’ native. He has had successful
careers as a small business owner and in government,
holding various positions in both the private and public sectors.
Prior to being elected Mayor of Rogers, Greg spent 10 years as a law enforcement
officer fighting crime on the streets and as the lead investigator in some of the most high
profile crimes in Benton County. During his years in law enforcement, Greg was awarded
the Investigator of the Year honor from the Benton County Sheriff’s Office and the STEP
Award for Outstanding DWI Enforcement as a uniformed patrol officer as well as many
service commendations. Also, Greg served as the Director of Public Safety for Benton
County. In this role, Greg oversaw the Road Department, Veterans Affairs, the Juvenile
Detention Center, and the Community Service Program. He managed over 100 county
employees and a taxpayer funded budget of $10.4 million dollars.
Greg’s accomplishments during his first two years in office include passage of
a $135 million dollar bond issuance, which has provided the residents of Rogers with
a new state of the art aquatic park, sports complex, improved streets, and additional
funding for the fire and police departments. Additionally, despite the Recession the City
of Rogers sales tax collections have been the highest in the City’s history during 2011,
2012, and 2013.
Not only are Greg and his family active members of Central United Methodist
Church, but he has served on the staff parish boards and on the board of trustees. He is
an honoree member of the Rogers Noon Rotary. Also, Greg has been on the boards of:
The Rogers Animal Shelter Advisory Board, Ozark Regional Transit Board, and as VicePresident of the Helen Walton Children’s Enrichment Center Board of Directors. Most
recently, Greg was awarded as the first class on the Wall of Distinction by the Rogers
Public Education Foundation for his outstanding accomplishments.
Mayor Greg Hines is married to Lisa Brunner Hines and is the father of two
beautiful daughters, Emily and Haley.

Bradley Hardin
AEP/SWEPCO
Bradley Hardin is Arkansas Government Affairs
Manager for Southwestern Electric Power Company
(SWEPCO), a role he has held since 2010.
A native of east Texas and a 39-year
SWEPCO employee, he has served in a number of external
affairs and communications positions throughout the
Company’s Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana service territory.
Hardin earned a B.B.A. from Stephen
F. Austin State University in Texas, and an M.B.A.
from Centenary College of Louisiana. While living in Texarkana, Texas, he served four
consecutive terms as a City Council member after serving as chairman of the City’s
Planning & Zoning Commission. He also served, while in Texarkana, on the Boards of
the United Way, Christus St. Michael Health Care Center Foundation, and the Chamber of
Commerce. Presently he serves on the Board of the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce.
He and his wife Darlene relocated from Little Rock to northwest Arkansas in
the summer of 2020 and chose to live in Rogers. They have four adult children and five
grandchildren.

Tom Hopper
Tallchamps, LLC
Tom was with Crafton Tull & Associates for 46
years designing and constructing numerous projects
including the 5,000-acre community at Holiday Island,
the Rogers Industrial Park, the Barrington Center I
and II office buildings and other public improvement
projects in Northwest Arkansas, Eastern Oklahoma and
Southwest Missouri. Tom and his wife, Gloria, are officers
of Tallgrass Development, Inc., which has developed
Scottsdale Center. A graduate of the University of
Arkansas, Tom played both football and basketball for the Razorbacks. He is a member of
the Rogers Industrial Development Corporation, the Illinois River Watershed Partnership,
the Arkansas Society of Professional Engineers and the National Society of Professional
Engineers. Tom and Gloria have three grown children.

Corry Hull
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BHC Insurance
Corry Hull has lived in Northwest Arkansas since
1994. He currently lives with his wife Sarah, and their
two children, Sawyer and Carsyn in Rogers. Sarah has
been a middle school teacher for Rogers Public Schools
for 11 years. They enjoy spending time as a family in the
Rogers community and visiting locally owned shops and
restaurants.
Corry has been a consultant in the employee
benefits industry since 2008. Currently, Corry works at
BHC Insurance where his focus is on helping employers of all sizes with government
and regulatory compliance. He also designs and negotiates insurance and other
administrative products to help mitigate risk and enhance employee engagement.

Emily Ironside
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art
Emily Ironside has a decade of experience working
in the field of arts philanthropy. In her ninth year at
Crystal Bridges, Emily has served in various roles in
membership and development dedicated to advancing
the mission of Crystal Bridges. Serving as the Director of
Development since 2016, Emily has led the development
department in supporting the strategic vision of Crystal
Bridges and the Momentary during a time of ambitious
growth and change by securing private major gifts from
individuals, corporations, and foundations for both sites.
Prior to serving at Crystal Bridges, Emily worked at the Annual Giving manager
at Walton Arts Center where she fell in love with the field of arts philanthropy. Her
previous career included more than ten years of experience in international education
and recruitment, serving international students and executives at the University of
Arkansas, Walmart’s International Division, and the YMCA of the Rockies.
A native of Rogers, AR, Emily earned her M.A. in Communication, graduating
with distinction from the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, AR and her B.A. in Mass
Communications, graduating summa cum laude from Lindenwood University in St.
Charles, MO. Emily is an active member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals
(AFP) – NWA chapter. Recognition for her work includes being named AFP NWA’s 2020
Outstanding Fundraising Professional as well as one of NWA Business Journal’s “40
under 40” in 2021.

Dr. Evelynn Jorgenson
NorthWest Arkansas Community College
Dr. Evelyn E. Jorgenson had her first community
college experience in Sedalia, Missouri. She earned her
Associate of Arts degree from State Fair Community
College before moving to Columbia, Missouri, to pursue
her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at Columbia College.
Even before completing her bachelor’s, Dr.
Jorgenson began working in Adult Basic Education for
Columbia Public Schools, including serving as interim
director for that program. Her experiences in adult
education inspired her to further her education in this field. She completed her Master’s
and Doctoral degrees in Higher and Adult Education at the University of Missouri.
Dr. Jorgenson became an Adult Basic Education Teacher-Trainer at Moberly Area
Community College (MACC) in 1986. She later became director of that program.
Through the years, Dr. Jorgenson served MACC in other capacities. She was the first
Director of Personnel and later became the Assistant to the President. In 1995, she was
promoted to Vice President, becoming President of the College in 1996. She served in the

Chief Executive role at MACC for 17 years.
She became President of NorthWest Arkansas Community College on July 1, 2013.
She was chosen as the institution’s third President in a nationwide search.
Dr. Jorgenson has earned many honors and awards in the course of her career.
State Fair Community College honored her as a Distinguished Alumni and Columbia
College presented her with a Professional Achievement Award. Additionally, she has been
honored twice by Phi Theta Kappa as a Distinguished College President. In 2004, she
received the Women Legislators of Missouri Deverne Lee Calloway Award for outstanding
dedication to the field of education.
Throughout her career, Dr. Jorgenson has been passionate about the contributions of
community colleges. She served the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) as
a member of the Rural Policy Roundtable and the Commission on Academic, Student, and
Community Development. She also serves on the board of the AACC President’s Academy. She
was President of the Council of North Central Two-Year Colleges and the Missouri Community
College Association Presidents’ and Chancellors’ Council. She served as the Chairperson of the
statewide Committee on Transfer and Articulation and in 2009 was appointed by Missouri
Governor J. Nixon to serve as a commissioner for the Midwestern Higher Education Compact.
Dr. Jorgenson also has been active in the community. She is a Rotarian and was the
Chairperson for the American Heart Association’s first Go Red for Women event in Moberly,
MO. Dr. Jorgenson is married with two grown children and enjoys nature walks and reading.

Peter Lane
Walton Arts Center
Peter joined Walton Arts Center (WAC) in May 2009.
Before that Peter served as President and CEO of the Mann
Center for the Performing Arts in Philadelphia, the summer
home of the Philadelphia Orchestra and spent a decade as
Executive Director of the New York Pops at Carnegie Hall.
In his first five years at WAC, he successfully oversaw
the reintroduction of the visual arts at WAC, developed and
secured multi-year funding for the Artosphere Arts and Nature
Festival and led community efforts to reconstitute the region’s
symphony orchestra.
Under Peter’s direction WAC is now the home of SoNA, as well T2, Community Creative
Center and Trike Theatre, a professional theatre company for youth. With his leadership, WAC
purchased Arkansas’ largest outdoor music venue the Walmart AMP.
Additionally Walton Arts Center is in the process of raising funds for a multi-million dollar
renovation to the Dickson Street theater complex and Peter continues to lead the efforts with
board members, staff and community stakeholders in the planning, developing and fundraising
for WAC’s multi-campus expansion, envisioned to be completed over the next decade.
Peter serves on the boards of the Northwest Arkansas Council, Downtown
Bentonville Incorporated and is a classically trained bassist. He enjoys sailing, biking and
great food and wine.

Mayor Chris Moore
City of Lowell
Chris has lived in NWA for over 30 years. He
graduated from Rogers High School, then served in the
U.S. Navy for 6 years. Following his Navy career, he joined
the Army National Guard.
He opened his first business in Lowell in 2008. He
was elected as Mayor in November 2018 and in January
2019, he began his four-year term as Lowell Mayor.
Streamlining government operations and focusing on
Community Development is where Mayor Moore will be
devoting much of his efforts over the next few years.
Chris and his wife Katie have three young children.

Judge Barry Moehring
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Benton County Judge
Barry Moehring became the Benton County Judge
in January 2017. Prior to that he was elected twice to the
Benton County Quorum Court.
Before becoming an elected official, Barry spent
more than 20 years in the private sector, holding
executive and leadership positions with multiple Fortune
500 companies including Motorola, Disney, DreamWorks
Animation and Walmart Stores, Inc.
Barry also started and is the owner of a real estate
investment company, BVBMo, LLC.
Barry holds a bachelors degree from the University of Arizona and after graduation
spent four years working in the U.S. House of Representatives as a legislative aide for two
Arizona congressmen.
Barry and his wife Cindy moved to Benton County in 1999 where they have raised
three children: Allison, Hayden and Bennett. He has participated in or belonged to
numerous clubs and community activities including Bentonville Rotary, the Northwest
Arkansas Lightning Soccer Club, Babe Ruth Little League and the Boys and Girls Club of
Benton County.
He and his family are member of the First United Methodist Church of Bentonville.

Rafael Rios
Yeyo’s Mezcaleria & Taqueria at the 1907
Born in Tulare in 1976, California’s San Joaquin
Valley, and raised in the Mexican State of Michoacan until
the age of 14, Rafael Rios is a proud ambassador of the
authentic regional cuisine of Mexico.
Founder of Yeyo’s Mexican Grill in 2012, he
materializes memories of the stories told by his
father Hector Rios “Yeyo.” Stories of early morning
congregations of family and friends, gathering to prepare
delicious food that would help them endure long hours
harvesting grapes.
Rafael has lived in kitchens his entire life. As a child, he took every opportunity to
learn and master traditional cooking techniques used by his mother and grandmother, thus
allowing him to find the road to an unmistakable culinary identity that is worth sharing.
In 1997, his desire to make a difference in the lives of others led him to enlist in
the U.S Army where he honorably served for 15 years. While on Active duty, he served
in countries such as Germany, Korea and Afghanistan. During Operation Enduring
Freedom, he managed to create partnerships with Turkish and Afghan chefs for unofficial
internships that enabled him to expand his appreciation and knowledge of their
traditional cuisine and cooking techniques.
Today, with two brick and mortar restaurants added to his bank of concepts, the
same desire to serve and make a difference emboldens him to offer Mexico on a plate.
He transports his guests to the different regions of Mexico with his simple yet delicious
menus.
At Yeyo’s El Alma de Mexico (the soul of Mexico), Rafael features approachable
Mexican food staples, made exceptional with the use of expertly grown produce from
Rios Family Farm. Focus on freshness in the core dishes as well as seasonal touches and
specials provide culinary experiences in harmony with local seasons.
Yeyo’s Mezcaleria y Taqueria is more specifically focused on cocktail and culinary
compliments. True exploratory experiences for the palate, and dips into haute cuisine
elements provides one of the most unique dining experiences on offer in Arkansas.
Rafael works in honor of his father, Don Yeyo, who founded the Rios Family Farm
along with his core values. Center to those values are the sustainability efforts and
support for local farming initiatives with responsible organic practices on their own farm,
shared to locals since 2008.

He believes meaningful, intentional food with history is the most delicious food.
Food made simply to highlight the highest quality ingredients. Rafael is called to inspire
and inform guests about the bounty that surrounds Northwest Arkansas, and about the
traditional cuisines of Mexico that fuel his passion.

Joey Msall, PE
Black Hills Energy
Joey Msall, PE, serves as director of operations for
Black Hills Energy in Arkansas where he develops and
executes the operating strategy for all service, construction
and maintenance activities that support the Black Hills
Energy natural gas system and customers in Arkansas. With
more than 450 employees and nearly 7,300 miles of gas
system infrastructure in Arkansas, Black Hills Energy proudly
serves nearly 180,000 customers in 100 communities.
A licensed professional engineer in Arkansas and
Texas, Msall has worked in leadership and engineering positions in the natural gas industry
for 12 years and was previously a design engineer in private firms.
He holds a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering from the University of Arkansas, a
Master of Science in civil engineering from the Missouri University of Science and Technology
and a Master of Business Administration from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Msall
is a 2021 graduate of Leadership Arkansas Class XV.
He and his wife, Sarah, have two children, Hannah and Ethan, and live in Rogers.
During his free time, Msall enjoys traveling with his family, watching Razorback games and
spending time outside running and cycling.

Dr. Jim Rollins
Northwest Technical Institute

Denise Thomas
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World Trade Center Arkansas
A respected business strategist both in Arkansas
and across the globe, Denise Thomas has more than
25 years of experience in international trade. She has
built a career connecting people and products through
bilateral partnerships that focus on ethical sourcing and
sustainability.
Denise is passionate about helping small businesses
grow and access the global marketplace, and she uses her
expansive network to empower professionals with the tools
they need to increase clientele and connect with the right partners. A 14-year veteran of the
World Trade Center Arkansas, Denise most recently served as the Center’s director of Africa,
European and Middle East trade. But her career in economic development began in Florida,
where she joined the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce in 1998. There she created a small
business center with the U.S. Small Business Administration to house several chambers and
centers under one roof. The location became a one-stop shop for entrepreneurs.
A California native, Denise has made her home in Northwest Arkansas since 2003,
when she joined Walmart as a recruiter. She worked with the world’s largest retailer to build
strategic teams in diverse markets, both domestically and internationally.
Eager to share her talents and resources, Denise works to empower the next generation
of Arkansas leaders by encouraging them to live complete, rich, harmonious, love-filled lives.
JM is a dog person, and has raised his Chihuahua Kirby since he was merely
weeks old. He’s also an avid reader, a violinist, and he loves to travel and explore new
destinations with his life-partner Jeffrey. They moved from Dallas to their historic home
in the downtown loop in Eureka Springs, AR in June 2018.

Scott Tidwell
Matthews, Campbell, Rhoads, McClure & Thompson
Scott Tidwell is a fifth generation Arkansan who
grew up in Rogers, Arkansas, graduating from Rogers High
School in 2000. Scott is a 2004 graduate of the University
of Arkansas and a 2007 graduate of the University of
Arkansas School of Law. Scott has been in the private
practice of law since his admission to the Arkansas Bar in
2007. Scott has been licensed to practice in Missouri since
2009 and in Oklahoma since 2013. He was in solo practice
from 2010-2013 before joining MCRMT.
Civically, Scott has been involved in the Big Brothers, Big Sisters Program as a Big
Brother from 2011-2013; a member of the Rogers Noon Rotary Club from 2012-2014; a
graduate of Leadership Benton County, class of 2013; and a current member of the Board
of Directors of the ALS Association of Arkansas and treasurer of the Benton County Law
Library Board.

Dick Trammel
Chairman Emeritus
Dick Trammel is a native of Pocahontas, Arkansas
and a 1960 graduate of the University of Arkansas with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration.
He was the recipient of the University of Arkansas Alumni
Association’s Outstanding Community Service Award in
2001. After college, Trammel returned to his hometown
and was active in the cotton gin and grain elevator
business until 1970. He then became vice president and
was a founding director of Planters and Stockmen Bank.
In 1975, Trammel moved to Rogers, Arkansas to become a vice president of First National
Bank & Trust Company, which later became Arvest Bank, Rogers. He currently serves
as Executive Vice President, a member of the Board of Directors and Board Secretary of

Arvest Bank, Rogers.
He is Past Chairman of the Board of the Rogers-Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce.
He is a Past Chairman of Downtown is Uptown and Leadership Rogers Steering Committee.
He has served on the Rogers-Lowell United Way board and twice served as drive chairman.
Trammel was the recipient of the Chamber’s “Good Neighbor Award” in 1982 and the “Pride
of Rogers” award in July of 2000. The Chamber Board renamed the annual “Good Neighbor
Award” to the “Dick Trammel Good Neighbor Award” in February 2007.
Trammel is a past president of the Rotary Club of Rogers, past governor of
Rotary International District 6110 in 1985-1986 and was a member of the 2000 Rotary
International District 6110 Group Study Exchange Team to the Ukraine.
Trammel’s affiliations are many, focusing on healthcare, education and the arts.
His contributions to the region and to the state have earned him numerous honors and
awards in recognition of his outstanding commitment and dedication to his community
and its residents.
Dick is married to Nancy Trammel and together they have six children, eight
grandchildren and two great grandsons. Dick is an active member of Fellowship Bible
Church of Northwest Arkansas.

Jeff Wood
Tyson Foods, Inc.
Jeffrey Wood helps build community for Tyson Foods
Inc., a global food company in Springdale, Arkansas. Tyson
Foods is the nation’s second largest publicly traded food
company, the leading U.S. producer of chicken and beef and
a leader in pork, pizza toppings and crusts and a variety of
prepared foods.
Wood spent 21 years in media and marketing
before joining Tyson Foods. Eight of those were spent as a
sportswriter including for the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
and as a contributor for The Sporting News and other regional publications. He later covered
agriculture as a business reporter for Arkansas Business, eventually becoming editor of the
Northwest Arkansas Business Journal and ultimately its vice president and publisher.
In his current role, he helps manage special stakeholder and Team Member engagement
plus special projects for Tyson Foods. He’s a member of Tyson’s LINC program and the company’s
Multicultural Business Resource Group.
Wood holds a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Arkansas and is a
graduate of the Milestone Leadership Journey at the Soderquist Center for Leadership and Ethics.
Wood is on the Emerging Leaders of Northwest Arkansas Advisory Board in Rogers.
He has three school-age children and resides in Cave Springs, Ark.
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